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Goals of the 
Public Domain Project

 In our opinion it is necessary to:  

 Collect

 Protect

 and enable access to 

 cultural heritage. 

 It belongs to all of us!

http://publicdomainproject.org/
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Intended audience

● Music listeners
● Musicians searching free samples
● Artists looking for royalty free Music
● Collectors
● Music historians
● Archives

http://publicdomainproject.org/
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Free music for any use!

Use the music archive your way:

– Streaming
– Sampling
– Remixing
– Background music
– ...

        Nobody to ask, just use it!

http://publicdomainproject.org/
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Legally, what does free mean?

● Free as in freedom
● A work (Image, Score, Record etc.) is free 

when it is in the Public Domain
– Legally the term public domain is the opposite of 
copyright protected

– Copyright protection is time limited everywhere

● In German the legal term is gemeinfrei

http://publicdomainproject.org/


  

International Copyright Law

Source: Balfour Smith (Center for the Study of the Public Domain)
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How we handle it

When it is out of copyright protection in 
Switzerland, we share it:
– 70 years after the author has died 

and

50 years after publication

– Creative Commons „by“ or „CC0” license

http://publicdomainproject.org/
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Example: Happy Birthday to You

Copyright

● Writer: Patty Hill, died May 25, 1946 (aged 78)
Mildred J. Hill, died June 5, 1916 (aged 56)

→ Copyright will expire in the EU on the 1. January 2017

Neighboring rights

● Published: Melody: 1893 (Same as Good Morning to All) 
Lyrics: Unsure, before 1911

● Expired in EU (50 Years after first publication)
Expired in USA. Complicated story :-)

● https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Happy_Birthday_to_You 

http://publicdomainproject.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Happy_Birthday_to_You
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Facts

50 000

    48 000

   40 000

 900

        60

  8

physical records in our collection

unique visits per month

downloads per month on 
Wikimedia Commons

digitized audio records

m2 archive space

active people

http://publicdomainproject.org/
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Parts of the project

http://publicdomainproject.org/
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Digitizing process

http://publicdomainproject.org/
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Cleaning

● Very important step
– Improves recording, reduces clicks

http://publicdomainproject.org/
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Laser turntable

● Financed by Wikimedia (DE):

http://publicdomainproject.org/
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Digitizing

● Recording in 24 bit/192 kHz
● Loss-less, license and patent free file format:

– FLAC

http://publicdomainproject.org/
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Investigation of copyright 
status

● Most time consuming task of all:
– A lot of information is missing on the records and 

on the Internet

– Also there is seldom a release date!

– You have to get information about:
● Author(s)/Composer(s)
● Lyricist(s) 
● Music arranger(s), Conductor(s) and Performer(s)

http://publicdomainproject.org/
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Investigation of copyright 
status

http://publicdomainproject.org/
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Server and Storage

http://publicdomainproject.org/
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Upload to Commons

http://publicdomainproject.org/
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Thanks to FOSS

If I have seen further, it 
is by standing on the 
shoulders of giants.

Isaac Newton,1676

http://publicdomainproject.org/


  
publicdomainproject.org

MediaWiki based

http://publicdomainproject.org/
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Server side FOSS

● VM Host:

– Debian GNU/Linux, KVM/Qemu, Proxmox (VM 
Management)

● Web system:

– Apache2, PHP, MediaWiki, Piwix (Statistics)

● Storage:

– FLAC, ATA over Ethernet (AoE), LVM2, XFS, NFS

● Other

– Twoftp (FTP Server), OpenVPN, FreeBSD, Mailman, 
Python, GCC, tons of libraries

http://publicdomainproject.org/
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How on-line radio works

Source: liquidsoap.fm

http://publicdomainproject.org/
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On-line Radio

● Streams in Ogg/Vorbis, mp3 and aac+
● Providing Shoutcast and Icecast Streams
● Using Icecast2 and Liquidsoap on Linux
● jPlayer to listen to the stream directly in the 

browser. Uses HTML5 audio or flash plug-in

http://publicdomainproject.org/
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Workstation FOSS

● Audacity

● OpenOffice

● Firefox

● FileZilla

● VLC

● SumatraPDF

→ Missing are 24 bit/192 kHz capable drivers

http://publicdomainproject.org/
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Outlook

Mid term
● More languages
● Archive with controlled climate

    Short term
● Get funding
● Synchronization of MediaWiki meta data ↔ 

archive files, improved workflow
● Fault-tolerant file storage (Bit rot, versioning etc.)

http://publicdomainproject.org/
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Share the data

● Automatic integration into Wikipedia
● Integration into the europeana catalog

– Needs Dublin-Core compliant RDFa semantic 
data

v

http://publicdomainproject.org/
http://europeana.eu/
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We are looking for help!
● Volunteers

– Authors

– Linux/MediaWiki Administrators

– SemanticMediaWiki/Wikidata Enthusiast

– PHP/Perl/Python Developers

– Translators (French, Italian, Japanese...)

– YOU!

● Sponsors

– Funding/Donations

– Old records (78 Rpm etc.)

http://publicdomainproject.org/
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Partners

http://publicdomainproject.org/
http://commons.wikimedia.org/
http://imslp.org/
http://gutenberg.org/
http://allmend.ch/
http://okfn.org/
http://www.communia-association.org/
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Sponsors

http://publicdomainproject.org/
http://wikimedia.de/
http://init7.net/
http://swissradio.ch/
http://zhdk.ch/
http://wikimedia.ch/


  
publicdomainproject.org

Contact

www.www.publicdomainprojectpublicdomainproject.org.org

Carlo Flisch fuchur@pdproject.org

Christoph Z. nuess0r@pdproject.org

Swiss Foundation Public DomainSwiss Foundation Public Domain
  Address:
    Schweizerische Stiftung Public Domain
    PO Box 52
    CH-8126 Zumikon
    Switzerland

Bank account:
  IBAN:
  CH6709000000854983518
  BIC/SWIFT: POFICHBEXXX

http://publicdomainproject.org/

